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Brian Yui, a discount real
estate broker, wanted to
find a way to help some

deserving renter buy a home
and aid one of his favorite char-
ities involved in affordable
housing, Habitat for Humanity.

So, he came with the idea of a
year-long, $500,000 sweep-
stakes to be conducted over the
Internet.

It typically takes a two-income
family making at least $100,000
to buy a house, the former
accountant said.

His offer is a $100,000 grand
prize to the winner of the draw-
ing from up to 100,000 partici-
pants who pay $5 for each
chance to win. He figures the
odds of winning are much high-
er than in the state lottery,
when the chances to score big
bucks are millions to one.

The remaining $400,000 will go
to Habitat and several other
participating charities, less

about $75,000 in expenses. His
company, HouseRebate.com, is
not taking a cut of the proceeds.

If the ticket sales come up
short, he pledged to make up
the difference so that the win-
ner will get the full prize.

Yui, a former executive at
Sunroad Enterprises and the
Dermot Co., said he is spending
about half his time on the
effort. But the details are sim-
ple because of the Internet con-
nection. The local computer
software firm Kintera is provid-
ing programming that allows
participating charities to track
sweepstakes chances purchased
in their name.

Under terms of program, 25
percent of the net proceeds will
go to Habitat International and
the remainder will go to the
local charities in proportion to
the tickets bought in their
name.

The participants are Habitat for
Humanity's San Diego chapter,
Fresh Start Surgical Gifts,
Rancho Coastal Humane
Society, Designated Drivers

Association, Rainbow Kids
Integral School and Seaside
Church.

Besides purchasing online, par-
ticipants can buy at Frogs Club
One or Sporting Club. Donors
also stand to receive bonus
gifts, including a free magazine
with the purchase of three tick-
ets.

Kim Cruz, development director
of Habitat for Humanity locally,
said she hopes to receive several
thousand dollars from Yui's
effort.

"Because we have a small staff,
it's hard to get out there and
promote it and work on selling
tickets," Cruz said. "People can
go online and pick a charity."

Besides HouseRebate.com,
SignOnSanDiego, the Union-
Tribune's Web site, San Diego
Metropolitan magazine and
Mortgage Loan Specialists are
among sponsors of the fund-
raising campaign.

Details are available at
www.1homeraffle.org. 

Raffle gives you a
chance to help others
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